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Putting people first:

Over $1 Million in Subsidies and Grants Distributed

Arouca, December 3, 2024 — In a significant step towards improving the quality of life for
citizens, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development distributed over $1 million in housing
grants and subsidies at a ceremony held at the Bon Air Gardens Community Centre, Arouca.

The event, officiated by the Honourable Camille Robinson-Regis, Minister of Housing and Urban
Development, celebrated the distribution of 59 Home Improvement Grants (HIG) valued at
$442,500 and 30 housing subsidies, comprising 23 Home Improvement Subsidies (HIS) and 7
Home Construction Subsidies (HCS) worth $635,000.

Speaking to attendees, Minister Robinson-Regis highlighted the transformative power of the
Ministry’s housing programmes, which reflect the Government’s commitment to Vision 2030 and
the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Specifically, the initiatives align
with SDG 11, which seeks to make cities and communities inclusive, safe, and sustainable.

“These grants and subsidies are more than just financial assistance—they represent hope,
resilience, and the foundation for a better future,” Minister Robinson-Regis noted. “We are not
merely improving homes; we are strengthening communities, empowering families, and advancing
our national development strategy.”

Since their inception in 2021, the Home Improvement and Home Construction Subsidy
programmes have delivered tangible results, with 1,740 HIS and 644 HCS distributed to date.
Over the 2023/2024 fiscal year alone, 813 subsidies were provided, addressing critical housing
needs across Trinidad and Tobago.

Today’s beneficiaries represent diverse communities, including Arouca/Maloney, Lopinot/Bon
Air, D’Abadie/O’Meara, La Horquetta/Talparo, and El Dorado. Minister Robinson-Regis
emphasized the inclusivity of these initiatives, which support a wide cross-section of citizens:

o 75% of today’s grant recipients are women, demonstrating the Ministry’s dedication to
empowering female-led households.

e The youngest recipient is 29 years old, while the eldest is 75 years old, reflecting the
programme’s inclusivity across generations.

These grants and subsidies, Minister Robinson-Regis explained, are catalysts for transformation,
fostering dignity and hope.



Looking ahead, the Ministry has set ambitious goals. By the end of fiscal 2024/2025, 703 families
are expected to benefit from a total allocation of $20.39 million, comprising 492 HIS and 211
HCS. A $12 million budget allocation for the current fiscal year will support the distribution of
800 additional HIGs.

However, the Minister stressed that this success relies on mutual accountability. Beneficiaries are
required to use funds responsibly, maintain accurate records, and complete their projects on time.

- ENDS -

For further information, please contact:

Ministry of Housing and Urban Development

Tel: 623-4663 ext. 2168/2164

Email: ttministryofhousingandurbandev@gmail.com
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Over $1M in housing subsidies and_érahts distributed: (L—R) Minister of Housing and Urban Development
Camille Robinson-Regis receives a surprise embrace of gratitude from Home Improvement Grant recipient
Kevon Alexander today (Dec. 3, 2024) at the Bon Air Gardens Community Centre.
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Over $1M in subsidies and grants distributed: (Seated L-R with recipients of government grants and
subsidies): Minister of Public Utilities Marvin Gonzales; Minister of Housing and Urban Development
Camille Robinson-Regis, Minister in the Ministry of Education Lisa Morris-Julian and Minister in the
Ministry of Housing and Urban Development Adrian Leonce. PHOTO COURTESY: Information Division —
Office Of The Prime Minister- Communications.



